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1HE NEWS THIS MORNING.

Foreinn.—The floor of a church in Hellikon,
Bwitzerlund, gave way causing the death of 80 peo-
ple. = - The European grain trade wasdall, —=
The bonbardment of Heraani was continned, ———
The Press bill was being considored by the French
National Assembly.

Doy estic.~Ex-Senstor Wi, A, Richardson of
Quincy, I, is dead, - - The Governor's Canal
Commission made their twolfth report upon Auditor
Thayer's caws, = An international centennial
yacht rocatta in New-York harbor was ofticially an-
pounced, to he in charge of a econnnittes, with
Commodoro Kingsland as chairman. === The an-
piversary of the battle of Trenton was observed at
Trenton by a sham battle, speechos, and a dinner.
New-York State has 109 centenarians,

CiTy AxD SUBULBAN.—I'lymouth Church decided
to unite with Mra, Moolton in calling a mutual
council, the mdvisury connvil to be postpoued. Mr.
Beechor replicd to recent eriticisms on the course of
the churoh, — The S¢nute Investigating Com-
mittee  took testimony  concerning  the I'ublic
Works Dapartment. stupowners complained
of Commissioner Duncon’s methods snd  sog-
gosted  woditieations  of  the  shipping  laws,

: A majority of the Aldermen voted
the econtract system  in  extending  the
water-supply, =——— Commissionor Wales made sug-
gestions abont dock improvements and supported the
purchase of Pier No. 44 North River, == The luss
by the biurning of the Hudson River Sugar Retivery
at Hastiogs, N. Y., was over $600,000, === The
Brooklyn Aldermen rvjected Williim Marshall as
President of the City Works Department, ==
Gold 1127, 112%, 112%.  Gold value of the legal-
tender dollar at the close, SN Uyg centa,

Tuz Wiearags—The Govermment report predicls
elear and cool wenther. = In thus city, vester-
day, the day waa suuny aud muld; thenmometer,
427, 42°, 30°,

1t is nt least doubtful whether as a matter
of fact Gen, Babeock designa to go before a
committes of Congress, and whether as a mat-
ter of law he could thereby prevent evidence
ngainst him being used in the St Louis court.
But while the report may be buseless, it gives
new reason for urging that Congress keep its
bands off this case till the tuial at St. Louis
i8 finished.

TLe Mothodist preachers who spoke yester-
day against the Gray Nuns Act will meet with
almost nniversal sympathy. How a body of
rational legislators eould have passed such an
act is incomcervable, That any Legislature
will dare, after the facts have heen presented,
to refuse to repenl it, is ineredible. It is not
in itself u thing of great consequence ; but the
principle underlying it is to the last degree
vicious und dangerons.

Another vigorous effort is promised by the
Bhipowners' Association to unseut Capt. Dan-
can, the United States Shipping Commissioner.
The quirrel is of long standing, and the ship-
owners have never relished interfcrence with
the business of shipping crews, DBut the ben-
efit to poor Juck since the SBhipping Commis-
sion bezan its work, is clearly evident; the
old practives known as “shanghaing,” by
which boarding-house-keepers stripped sailors
of their money and sent them to eea while

drunk, are now comparatively rue,
hin

Columbin resents with emphasis the insinna-
tion, uitered at a mecting ol Harvard students,
that ber place iv the last regatta was won by
professional oarsmen rather than by genuine
students, The ecard of the Columbia Clab
President, ns well as that of the FPresident ol
the Princeton Club, elsewhere printed, may be
taken as fair evidence of the temper with
which nll the other colleges receive the with-
drawal of Yale anvd Huavvard, They will be
all the more sure, in consequence of this little
spurt of hot blood, to wake the Centeuninl
regatta one well worth sccing.

e

It Judze Davis's decision, by putiing the
Bleecker Streot Railroad into the hands of a
receiver, chiecks the proposed improvement in
its mansgement and facilities, the public inter-
esta will not be well served. A very consid-
erable number of the poople erossing Fulton
Ferry is dependent for daily trunsit in this

oity ou the very imperfect couvenicuce this |

road offers, The prospect of its helter man-

sgement would bo hailed with delight; bt

the average experience of roads in the hands

of a recciver does not fester such hope.
—————

Two things are equally newdful i respect to
the work on the city's water-front; that it
shonld be done well and cheaply, and that it
should be pushed to completion without delay.
The reasons why President Wales of the Dock
Departnient  vesards the  purehase of Pier
44, North River, ns cconomical at, $250,000,
are stated in onr local colwmns, This is a
question that honld not be hard fo determine
if the personal feelings that have been aroused
in the matter ean be kept out of sight. 1f the
work is delayed, the commerce of the port
mnst sufter,

A Tist of the residents of this State who are
more than o hundred years old s interesting
ab this Centenninl period. The fact that the
wumber of these is greater than at the previ-
ous censius will he acoopted s proof that in
goord health at lesst onr  peoplo are not
degenerating.  'The Lirge proportion of persons
of lrish birth in the list is remarkable; there
is, however, some evidence of its general ac-
curacy, sinee it containg more women than
men, which accords with the usual rule m
tables of longevity that bave Leen prepared
by students of life insurance,

The contract system for ity work growa in
favor, By a close vote the Board of Alder-
wen has given it the preference over day la-
bor in laying new mains for the Croton. An-
otherwitnesshas testitied bofore the Senate Com-
mittee to the often repeated trath that the day
laborers are mostly idlers, President Wiles
states that the Dock Department intends to
employ the eontract system as far as practica-
ble, beeanse the other method is poor econ-
omy. If contractors conlil be fully beld to
honest bargaing by the departmenta under
which they work, there woulid be no room for
any difference of opinion on this subject,

Mrs. Mounlton's new proposition and its ne-
ceptance by Plymonth Church bave simplified
the position. The preliminary correspondence
Jias given both sides an opportunity to have
their say, and each has declared its beliel
very distinetly, The new questions to be laid
hefore the Mutual Conneil have the merit of
being free from nssuming the faets in the
wise, They are sufliciently broad to draw out
the facts—as fur as testimony can give them—
if the Couneil wish to go into & complete ex-
position of the scandal ; but people who have
heard enough on that subject will not regurd
thia feature of the gquestions as at all admira-
ble, while those who have not had enongh of
it are not likely to be satiated with the
new installment, no matter what may be its
quantity.  Onoe thing, at least, has been effectod @
by secepting Mis. Moulton’s proposal in the
form in which she hag put it, Plymouth Chureh
has ended the disenssion as to its fair dealing
in the watter of calling the Council,

The letier on the organization of the House
which we publish this morning comes from a
friend of the Speaker, and undoabtedly ex-
presses the principlos which Mr. Kerr kept io
view in the appointment of the Committees,
We have foianid some of the sclections uune-
conntable, and the negloet of somo of the
ablest and most valwadle members apparently
without exense, On these points the letter be-
fore us offers nothing new. DBut il explains
the geweral rule by which the Speaker has
been guided; and no one can deny that it
agrees strictly with the principles of ths Derao-
eratie party. How far it may be desirable or
practicable to apply this mle to the or-
ganization of committoes depends upon the
personnel  of  the IHouse. Mr. Kerr is
understood  to hold  that  his  first  duty
is not to tind the right man and put him in
the right place, but to eonsult the wishes of
the numerical mwajority, and “if the people
“who elect the numerical majority in the
“ House have uot selected worthy representa-
“ tives, that is not the fanlt of the Speaker”
Evidently this doctriue may lead to unfoi-
tunate consequences,
apportion the chairmanships of commitiegs on
the basis of numboers may ensily result in lusm-
pering the action of the House, or even throw-
ing the control of public business into the
hands of the minority. Mr. Kert's action, iow-
over, will not be 1ashly jndged.  We shall
“iui! for events to vindicate the wisdom of Lis
chonee,

MB. MORTON'S PLAN.

Mr. Morton has advices that things are in a
bad wuy in Mississippi.  No doubt he is cor-
reetly informed.  Things have been in a bad
wiy there for several years, The Government
of the State has been a disgrace to Awericz,
one of (he most conspicuous and lamentable
failures in the whole seheme o1 reconstruetion.
Debt and taxes have risen and the valus of
property has deelined.  The courts have been
fitled with ignorant and venal judges. Tho
executive  ofiices have been  parceled out
among  Rings  of  thicves, Legislation
tiss been little more than an annnal process of
jobbery. Theo order of socicty has been al-
most broken up; violence has become com-
won, and on several oceasions recently the
machinery of government in certain loealities
las been bronght to a full stop. To make
matters worse, the press of the State has
coased to give a teathlul pictnre of its eondi-
tion. A very large portion—ahnost the whale
—of the Itepublican press has been directly
subsidized by a villainous law for the distri-
bution  of publie priming, and as  a
mturn]  consequence of  the  venality  and
mendacity of one party we find the mowih of
an extreme partigan rancor in the other which
{ills the outside publie with distrust. All this
degeneration is the fiuit of the same system
Ly which Republican managers at Washington
have manipalated South Caroling, Alibama,
Louisiuna, and the other prostrate States. It
conaists i sending leaders like Ames, Kellogg,
speneer, ey, 1o organize the ignorant blacks
into & compact mass of volers, helping them
when neeessary with cavaley and depoty mar-
alials, and passing enforeement laws to faoli-
tate their operations,  Mississippl has not been
governed by her own people at any tine since
the wer, She hos been raled and ploudered
by a haudful of foreign adventurers,

The most effeetive agency in carying  ont
this despotic plan las been the registration
law,—a law good enoagh perhiaps in itsell bt
capuble of almost any abuse in its execolion.
By means of it white men have been illegally
disfranchised, and the poll lisis have been

crowded with the names of real or huaginary

negrocs, ouly a small proportion of them, it is
gaid, representing quabfied voters,
sequence  heavy  Hepublican  majorities have
been  steadily  ccturned ot all clections—
until this yesr. Now, for the first ftime,
the black  vote  dwindlea  away, aud
the white Conscrvatives  carry  every-
thing before them. ‘The two ruces are
nearly equal in Mississippl, the blacks bLeing

Too serupidous o eare Lo |

As a con- |
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! comewhat in excess, and it does not seem in-
erodiblo that, by polling their full vole, the
tonsorvatives shonld  honestly win, Dut Mr.
Morton protests that they could not have car-
ricd the State without intimidating the ether
party, He has collected o long list of ontrages
reported by thoso veracions ehroniclers of po-
litical events, the Printing Ring press and the
carpet-bag politiians; and #o he insists npon
an investigation,

We have no faith in his hair-raising stores
of bloody persecntion ; but that there ling heen
o cortain amonnt of intimidation of a milder
kind we think very probable, There have
been very fow general elections in any of the
carpet-bag States sinee the war withont in-
timidntion either on one gide or the other.
Considering the eharacter and eonsequences of
negro rule in Mississippi, it is not surprising
that the whites should at Inst have tried fo
fiighten the eolored people away from  the
polls, and resorted to ustawful if not actually
violent means to resene the State from impend-
ing rum. We do unot exense them. We
only say that their proveeation has lieen
extreme, and that the Mississippi Republicans
—thit is to eay the office-lolders—are chicelly
responsible for the wrong, Now if Congress is
to inguire into irregularitios committed at the
Jast elociion we insist that it shall make the
inquiry thorongh, and ascertain from what the
irregnlaritics took their vice,  If it is to ask
how the Administration party in Missdssippi
was overthrown, et it ask what Kind of a
pasty that was, and whether it had not invited
its overthrow, A fair and energetic commit-
tee might do the connfry o great serviee by
exposing the whale history of reconsirneted
Mississippi; bt the day has gono by when
any party conld bo served by a mere Outrage
Report snch as Senator Morton apparently
wishies to prepare.

THE IRON TRADE.

There appeara to be no change for the bet-
ter in the coudition of the iron trade, A large
proportion of the furnaces and mills thronzh-
out the eountry remain idle, and  few of the
manunfaciurers who bave had  the convage to
stand up aguinst the pressure of the  hard
times and run the'y worss find a balauee on

the profit  side of their  looks, now
that  they come 1o fizure  up  the re-
sults of the year's business. 10 they
have earned running expenses  they eount

themselves fortuninte,  The hopes entertained
last Summer of a revival of trade in the Fall
have proved illusive, and the disappomted
ironmasters, tired of looking forward from
Spring to Fall and from Fall to Spring for the
long delayed renewal of activity, begin to fear
that there 18 nothing in  store for them
next vear, and to  ecase  to peer  into
the future for encomaging  &igns,  The
depression s felt in all the iron prodae-
ing districta to a nenrly equal degree. The
new industrics of Alubama and Tennessce saf-
fer as severely as the old establishments of
Pennsylvania.  In Missouri and 1linois there
is suid to hw o little more doing, bt not
enough to make a noteworthy esception to the
prevaiting rule. No upward turn in prices has
peeurred, The market comtinnes weals and is
oppressed by the large stocks ot the furnaces
or in the hands of dealers. We hear of recent
sales of pig metal at the lowest ligire known
for the pust twenty years,

It ia cold comfort when a man is sick to tell
Lim that all his neighbors are down with the
same diseaso ; and vet it may eonsole him
somewhat to refleet thut he was no more earve-
less than the rest of the community, and 12
not  therefore punished  for an cxceptiona!
transgression of npture’s laws, Our iron men
have the eonsolation, snch as it is, of knowing
that if they sinned against the laws of trade
by over-producing and by a too great increase
of munufacturing facilitics, ther vivals in Eng-
land, Seotland  and Belgum did the same
thing and are sullering the same efivets, The
iron trade in Entope is as tlat as it is in the
United States, and just us hopeless of an early
reenperation,

15 there any remedy for this state of things?
Patient waiting will in the end bring abont a
enre, There ave too many furnaces aud rolling-
mills in the conntry, but the time will come—
and it i not very far off, we think—when there

will be work for all of them. A vigorous
yonng conntry like onrs never stands  still
long. It stops now and then  to  take
breath, bot it starts  on  pgain with re-
newed  energy,  [ts lreathing-spells  may
last two or three  yenrs, but  in the
life of » wnation a  year s only as

a wiinnte in the shortee span of human exist-
ence,  Defore the closs of the century onr
ferly millions of anbalatants will have in-
ercased to sixty millions.  For the added
twenty millions there must be thonsands ol
mles of radlroads built, thousands of aron
bridges, thousandds of iron ships, hundreds
of  thowsands  of  dwellings,  shops,  and
stores, all consmming iron in its  eountless
forms, Especially it is to be noted as a fact full
of hape for the future that the wse of iron in
archileeture i as yet only in its infaney, Bat
for the present, our mannfacturers have out-
v the needs of the conntry,  Production ont-
strips  consumption.  Thoy mistook the spas-
modic business activity  that preceded the
panic of 1573 for healthiul, persistent energy.
Many now look desprivinely upon theie fircless
furnpee  stacks, apd others rvegard with no
more cheerful foclings the fast aecomulating
piles of metul nusold, and unsalable at re-
mimerative  prices,  They must learn  the
lesson of patient waiting. The steadily in-
creasing of  our  giowing  popula-
tion  will wake o better  market,
Demand minst one day overtake sapply, and
when it dovs it will be n steady, sure desand—
not born of a vicious emrreney, of & mauia for
speedation, or of the buwdding into Western
wildernesses of railionds projectod by slirpers
to plundcr people who buy  their bonds or
to ake fat dividends for Crédit Mobitier
coustruetion l‘lllll[lllilil"‘.
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SECRETARY ROBLSON AND RIS ESTIMATES.

Upon the whole we think it 15 not carrying
it too fur to pronsunes our Secrctary of the
Navy a fully developed success,  1is prede-
ceasor wis gpite nulike hie For Mr. Adolph
E. Borie was n getitle spivit, contented and
mnambitions, with saflicient weans at his dis-
posil to place lim beyomd want, and e dis-
covered in o very fow doys that he and the
| Navy Department wore vot adapted to cach
other; that they were incompatible; that he
did not want the deparbment, nor the depart-

ment him,  Mr. Robeson s not that sort of
man, When  Mr, tubeson,  from  the
door of his lawver's oftice in Now-
Jersoy—we think it was  in New-Jersoy—

hesed his conntey’s call to the Navy Dipart-
ment, e know there was a erisis oud that he
was the man for it.  Hoe answered the eall,
and he D staid there ever sinee, And it s
not fpossible that he believes in limself;
very probable, indeed, whether he docs or not,
that Le has not discovered that nobody  else
docs, We give him great evedit for his alue-

rity in nnswering the call of his country, and
his persistenco in staying. Very few Seere-
taries have leaned againgt & door-post with so
mueh dignity and composure, and lighted ap
the surroundings with such mddiness, Very
few have done so much for the navy.
As, for instance, in increasing the ap-
propriations and estimates, He has made
fewer men cost more money than any of his
predeecssors deemed  possible. He has burst
guns ; had naval reviews; ncreased the num-
ber of the Marine Band; and as to the Marine
Cotps, his marines are a whole people, though
he hag only some 1,200 under pay. More than
this, he has shown greater capaeity for putting
yeppirs on vessels than any mariner since
Noah. ITe has made the navy-yards lively
always just before elections, and so has con-
tributed to the support of the Government at
the Government expenso by insuring Admin-
istration Congressmen in several donbiful dis-
tricts. Done all this, and done it well, and for
several years, We do not believe he has ever
aanl to any contracting Zaccheus up a tree,
“(ome down " but we do see by the tables
that he has constantly said to the bali-headed
estimates, “Go up” And the fignres have
obeyed,

No one can read the dispateh of our Wash-
ington eorrespondent published in yesterday's
Triprse without being struck with the ability
Mr. Robeson has shown in his department.
Vulgar elomor has never moved him; pnblic

opinion haa rolled off him like water
off a duck. When the people were ery-
ing for retrenchment he wenb  calinly
forward and incressed his  estimates, If
there  was  any  question  raised  with

reference to the neoessity for so large ap-
propriations, he said, and all the department
subordinates rolled aloft their eyes and nnited
with desperate emphasis in saying, that it was
simply impossible to git along with a cent less ;
that the navy would sctually tunble to picecs
with a dry rot if these appropriations were not
kept up to the estimates.  And now we find
that *“by o judicions and practieal application
“of what conld be spared from the current ap-
“ propriations of the last five years no less
o (han thirty new ships of war, single and
o Jouble-tarreted monitors and wooden ships,
“have been built and equipped.”  Ability !
Why ability is no name for it, The Sveretary
who can do that sort of thing deserves a brass
statne on the top of the department building
in the uniform of the Marine Dand—red
tronsers and a trampet. Other departments
were economizing and retrenching, work on
the publie buildings was saspended, the brains
of Congress were devoted to ways and means
for raising money to earry on the Government,

qand there st Robeson, naeconseions that he

was doing anything great or uunsual, boilding
up a navy out of what ho had left over from
his annnal appropristions,

And still we fear, notwithstanding the great
ability with which Mr. Robeson has aduinis-
tered the Navy Department and increased the
expenses of the same, the present Congress
will be very likely to sean his estimates sns-
pieiously, aud possibly ent them down a few
trifling awd insignificant millions.  For this
Congress has an abiding conviction that there's
a President to be elected nest year, A great
many members of the majority have a singular
sort of notion—it's uncharituble of conrse, but
still they have it—that the money for instance
for naval establishment and publie works, for
which the estimates call for four millions more
than last year, might get strayed away into
the hands of some committee who would use
it to save the country by the ballot instead of
by the noval arm. And they dou't want it
saved that way, First, beeause it would
be o misappropriation of publie funds, which
they always opposs when the Administration
is opposed to them ; and second, becanse that
way of saving the Government keeps it out
of the lunds of Demoerats, So we  greatly
fear that some of Mr, Robeson's estimates will
be cut down, Not that there is any doubt of
lis ability and eapacity, but because there is,
a5 we eay, a prevailing hostility among Demo-
crats to making approprintions for the use of
Republican eommittees. We say this in order
to prepare the Seeretary’s mind for such an
event, and in the hope that his disappeint-
ment will not be serions,

The Euglish papers are oceupied just now with
one of the most wmazing exhibitions of suahbery
ever seen in the British army. A young ofticer,
having eot dronk and behaved  disgracefully in
pulilic, has been sentenced by the Duoke of Cam-
Lridge to wear his nniform constantly for one year.
Thut i, his seldier-clothes are considered as sguivi-
lent to a conviets garb, and the shame of wearing
them when not on duty is pegarded 28 equivalent to
that which the steiped jacket or the galley-brand
hrings upon another eliss of offenders.  Nothing
vould more plainly mark the difference botween the
English and the Continental points of view io re-
spweat toomilitnry serviee, A German s as vaiu of
his wuniform as  he is of his nationality.
fe wonld a5 soon  thing of  blaspheming
Butarek as of speaking disrespeetfully  of his
plekellanbe. The Austrian trails his suber prondly
throngh the gravelod walks of the Vollsgarten, and
the Magvar would scorn to deprive the world of the
privilege of admiring his shapely logs in their skin-
tight integuments,  Among the Latin soldiers theca
is the same motter of cowrse acceptanee of tho
theory that wn ofticer of the army should not olject
to wepriug its distinetive apparel.  Dut in England
the fashion has been set by those who nro more
swoell than soldierly, that an officer shall never
be scen in haroness except ono parade, and it
hos attained the foree of a socinl law. Still
it is mnoue the less surpeising  that  the Cow-
manderdn-chief  shonld  comnit the  Wlander
af joining in this wovement against the uniform, by
making it an absolute hadge of disgrnee,  Afler Lis
recent sentetice, no officer, not ander condemnation,
will dare appenr ofl duty in bis acmy clothes, lest Le
should be mistaken for the young booby who is
compelled to wenr them,  The affectation of being
galinmed of one's ¢loth has, like all other social sftoe-
tutions, comes over Trom Englond to Ameriea, aml
hos dufectod most of the grodaates of our Militsey
Academy. They consiler thenselvea houml as= a
genernl thing to wear s/, heeanse it is the En-
glish fushion, but they do it *with adifference”
which sonles il deliciously  alsord,  They
almost  alwnss  retain  the  aroy  cap  with
thoie eitizen's clothes, A young ottieer, walking
up  Broadway in o full swit of  evilian’s
clothes, with o bright new bloe cap with s buales
or crossid sabers, says to all judicions obsorvers, as
plainly as if he carried it on o placand on Lis back,
“ Pollow-citizens, 1 um an officer of the Regular
Army, but T waut you to understand that 1 own
other vostments besidos my uniform,”  He wants to
soem (o desive to gink the shop, but he canuot tind
it in his heart to sink thesign,  He onghit to lay to
heart the lines of the lute Mre. Hood auid retlect that
“the love that loves an ary coat <honld be more
uniform " —or less o,

The Paltimore Bulletin mays that whion Dr, von Blilow
went to his fivat rebearsal in Baltineors hie fousd o
stgn-boand hangivg on the piane with the maker's
uazwe blazoped onoat. * T am not,”™ Lie exe lnimed, * 4
traveling sdvertisement,” and stateling away the
sten he laid it faecs downward on the door,  Thirie
one of the orchestral interlodes hio afterwand picked
up the bateful object und relioved his feelings by
kicking it.e Dut is the Doctor eertain that b is not
o traveling wdvertisement?  When his maunger
agieed Wt for  certain  considerntions

Doctor should never play upon sny other
than n Chickering plano during his Ameri-
can tonr, there wis no misunderstanding abont
the bargain ; it was s frank, straightforward adver-
tising contract, and Dr. von Biilow consented to o
his part in carrying it out, Other manufacturers
and other pianists had made similar agreements
before, and perhaps there wonld have been no great
noise over this one but for the complications which
it cansed in the engagement of an orchestra, and
the consequent injury to art. There Loas been, how-
ever, for some years n sioldering discortent in the
public mind at the relations between piano-
makera and piano-players,  We  remember a8
littlo sensation eroated once in the Academy of
Musie by a popular artist g-mnving the sign-board
from the piano in the midst of a concert.  He did so
only beeanse the board rattled, being budly hung;
but the sudience did not know that, and there was
much comment over the supposed revolt, while
knots of professional pianists gathered in the lobby
and wondersd what itmennt. There isnothing wrong
of course in sueh barguins ns the Chickerings made
with Von Biilow, and the Steinways with Rubin-
stein: but we hardly think they will be profitable
mneh longer, We have scen so much of the stage
machinery this season that the illusion is neatrly de-
stroyed,

R S

Holidays sometimes give a great deal of tronble
to peopls who have notes to pay.  Where, for in-
stance, & noto was due Dee, 26, it had to be paid two
days beforehand, and the same auticl pation of pay-
ment must be made a8 to notes due Jan. 2. This in-
convenience will be repeatod next Winter, wlhen
Christmas and New Year's day fall upon Mondays,
The circumstunce of these holidiys falling on Sutor-
days in one Winter und on Mondays the next, can
only oceur at long intervals; the lust instance of the
wort beine the Winters of 1817-8 and 1848-9, the
next, 1915-6 and 1916-7. The faet that 1900,
though divisible by 4, isnot a leap year, makes the
coming interval before such an oceurrenes longer than
the previous one,  Bat the praciice of colebrat-
ing a holiday the next day if it falls on a Sun-
day, adds lurgely to the frequency of years that
present such inconvenioncs to nute payers. Tlhivese
years ocenr in groups of two aud three, For ths
half eentury they may be enumeratod as to Christ-
mas as follows: 1852, 50 and 54 ; 1858 and’
1864 and 633 1869, *70and 'T1; 1875 and '76;
1850, '81 and '82; 1886 and '87; 1892 and '03;
1807, 0% and "00,  To apply this list to New Year's
day, of conrseone year Iater must he taken through-
out. Tomost people, however, a Sunday anid a hol-
iay coming together give a weleome chaneo for
mingling rest and recreation ; and it is pleasant to
know that this ean be reckoned on as to Christmas,
Now-Year's day, or the Fourth of July, separately,
in throe years out of every seven.

——

Gen. James B, Fry has contributed to the lter-
ature of the centennial period an interesting little
pamphlet containing A Sketch of the Adjntant-
General’s Department, U, 8. Army, from 1775 to
1875, Its history of the ergavization of this im-
portant branch of the scrvice is full, curions, aml
valuable, and it is supplemented by & transeript of
various orders and resolutions relative to the de-
partment promulgated between 1778 and 1521, A
chapter of goneral remarks on the dutiea of an wl-
jutant-general, and a full registor of the depart-
went, from the appolntment of Horatlo Gates, the
first Adjutant-Geperal, in 1775, down to the presout
day, eomiplets this clever pices of work, whic’
wili be iaefnl to the historian as well as welcome to
all officers of the army. The little book is printed
for private distribution only.

— i

The anmonacemant that Col. Willism M., Grosvenor
lins taken o prominent editorial place on The Finan-
cier, is to cliunge its name to Jhe Public, and to re-
enforee it by contributions from such men as Carl
Sehnrz, David A, Wells, and Charles  Francis
Adams, jr., will give especial comfort to the little
band of Revenue Reformers in this city, who have
felt themselves of late insufficiently recog-
nized by the press, Col. Grosvenor 15 one of
the most copions and effective writers we have on
politico-economieal subjecis.  If there were any
presont chance of making the tariff a live issue, he
wonlil be apt to give vigor to the discussion,  As it
15, he and his nssociates will do excellent work in
nrging the establishment of our finanees on a sonnd
Lasis, and the speediest retirn to specie payments.

e ——

Ex-Senator Richurdson, whose death was an-
nouneed yesterday afternoon, was one of the old
Donglas school of politicians in THinois, He luwed
more foree than John A, Logan, and was more of a
man, but, on suflivient provoeation, he could proba-
bly make as long o speech with just as little in it

PERSONAL

Gov, Bedle of New-Jersey has reeeived the
degree of LL D, from Prineeton College,

Two of Mr, Tennyson's idyls, ** Elaine” and
o Eatd,™ have been transisted into Spaul=h,

Charles Lamb, secording to a new biogra-
phcr, was one of o family of wors than six cblldren, Io
stend of one of thice, as goneraily recoridid,

Mr. Gladstone is busily engaged on lis new
ook on Hoter, whieh will be sn expaosion of what Le
B wlvend s wiltten for The Contempurary Levige on tho
mintne sulyect,

Among the many other tokens of respect
pall to Me Carlyls on Lis S0th hirthday wos an wddress
from the Cliolsen, Englond, Literary aud Selentifie Insti-
tnttom, of which he 14 6 viee-president. A portralt of the
vonurable wrlter, beariag nis autocraph, Las becn buog
up in the ieadiug-rovm of the lnstitation.

The ecntenary of Goethe will be eclebrated
by the theater ol Welmat [ o eertes of represcutations
of the priscipal deomatic works of the poet. The fliat
represetited will be * Eewin awd Claviso,” to be followea
by Iplogenia,” @ Torquate  TassoM  * Bielia,”  and
SRement,” terninatims on Mareh 22, 1876, the snniver
sory of thoe deathof Gosthe, when Wil be perforiued
= Phuat,” newly aripoged for the stage,

An antotype fue-simile edition of Milton's
Commgnplace Hook is to be published in London froum Ll
manuseript recently discovered.  IL contuins noies §
Miiton's haudwriting from upward of 80 works rewl by
Bidn, and tlivse mote [ il
Ll fmere v XA # read. Tuers
enities by tour or Bvoe difh Liands, e
at Milton's dictation. The M3, is quarto sige, and col
Tiedus 50 writien phises.

The London Athenewm makes this announce-
ment: *In pesponse to the nvitation of My, Chirles
Heade, an inluentinl section of Awmerlosn puthors,
hewded by the veneralls poet Willlam Cullen Bryant,
Nave olfeved themselves 58 members of the A=oeintion to
Pioteet the Kighis of Authors” ‘The parsgeaph donty-
sk pefers to s sertes of slenatures to a paper in favor of
intarnstional eopyright procarcd by 3es. Fauny Barreon,
the slster of Mr, Bleband Graat White, shortly after the
publication of Mr, Reade's letterd on [uternationsl Copy-
right o Tue Toinus,

ToLTical NOITES,

olary Bristow Presidential stock is shoot-
fg: npward with unpreovdentod rapidity.

The report comes from New-Orleans that
Pluchback has given up the fght, snd will resign, in or-
der thut his surocssor gy be chosett belotw tie pacsint
Lesgzialotinre wdjourns,

Ex-Congressman Niblack aud Congressman
Holman seens 1o have nhout eguid clinees for the Deio-
eratic nomination for Governor of ITndlaus,  Elcher ous
wornhil e w ereditabile ool o,

There is considerable talk in Mississippl of
amendiog the Constitution, 5o thut ne clitlrcn can vote
nnless he can read aud weite, and the Democimtic press
I calilng npon the Legislature to propare sich un mmoend
wient for submission to the people. There 18 probably o
wirapler, nnd on the whole wore satlifaotory remedy,
Tor the s from which the body politie 1s sufering n
Misslssippl.

Gov, Allen of Olio is experiencing the bitter-
ness of buman infidelty,  Me snothered his Helong
convietions amd slmalated o foudoesa for the tag buby
becutae s friends told i thnt was o =ure way (or Liw
to bocome President.  Now those same frienids arc con-
vineed that the Governor has ontlived his usefulness,
and thit George 1L Pewdleton ds theis eal for o Prest
dentind condidicte.

Every well rezulnted Presidential eandidate
18 Liapressed Just now with the pecessities of making o
Southern tour.  Mre George M. Pendieton sturted for
Florida the other doy, but before he got anywhere uear
Where L wns detabied, and has been tuining up in nearly
every prominent Southern oity sinee. OF conrse he Is
overw helus! with surprise st the number of times ho Iy
nomitaled for the Piesidensy, as bo Is only on o ploasure
toip. Thils teudeney of the peopls to thrust Mr, Pendle-
ton Into the Presldency alaoss sgalnat his wishos hns

tho | been notlood i Indlunapolis. Gov, Hendiloks bas dis-

coversd that he posseases & valuahls amount of informe
tlon on agriculturs, nod the managers of the Southesn

Agricultnral and Imlastrial Exposition having in some
T e o e ey, 04, Tae Gotarows b oob
niis of any Intention of making the Jourusy incog-

ulto or avloly hy night trains.

Judze Kelley can find the depraved wreteh
who wrote the following paragraph at The Boston Herald
offfoe s ** 11 the only objeotion to Mr. Morrisen, Chalrman
of the Ways and Means Committes, was that ha is not s
talker, wo conld get over it caslly, It ls sald that a bullag
tu Lis lungs makes bim refrain from talking. What s
blesslng 1t would be If such a Congressman o .l'n.lﬂ
Kelley, for Instance, eould bhave o amull cannon-ball
Lis lungs."

Mr. Oliver Hoyt of Stamford is spoken of by
the Republican Journaks of € ticut as the poasilil
candidinte of their party for Goveruor. Me. Hoyl bas
been s merchant In New-York City for mapy years, and
1n vouched fur by The Norwalk fazetts sa a * good Meih-
odlst.” 18 It proposed to make the canvissa on the
Methodist jesne ard have Blahop Haven stump the Hlata )
120t is thiere are severn! worlily peisons wio are anxlous
to bt on the other man.

Charles Nordhoff, in the character of »
Methodist laymuan, enters s ringing protest agalnst the
effort of sy Methodist Bishop to commit the Church to &
third  term.  He says  that Blshop Haven has
done & great deal at the Bouth te widen the
preach between Northern and Southern  Methodiats,
and to weaken the bond of brotherliood between
the wsections, or st least (0 Increase  causes
of trritation.  Tle closes a lettor to TAe Herald on Lhe
suhject by a sharp complaint of the conduet of Methodisg
olergy tmen, In endeavoring to use thelr influonce at the
White Iouss for political purposes. o says
of this course: * It scema to we dishonorahle, and they
have uploubtedly wnd  within iy own psinful
experience  brought eoutempt and disgrace upon the
Moethoudst uame by such misconduct, 1o my Jjudg.
ment and in thst  of mauy  other  Mothodisie
thee favor in which our more prowinent clergy have been
el wt the White Hotzse, snd conscquently in the deparg-
wonta, during n pumber of yeors, ks bad an o0l i
onge upon them, and las worked badly for the Jhureh,
For my part 1 suould be very linppy i the nexi Presldont
shombil prove to bave an utcongueralle ryersion to sl
arothodist elergymen, It would be @ fortunate siing toe
the 4o nomination.”

Auditor Thayer's case grows worse and worse.
A table o The Albany Argus ot the cortiflcates which he
prchased  during  the  last  year, amounting to
F320AGT 47, shows that Mr. Thayer alwaya paid bim-
self promptly, the times varying from four to 30 days, so
ihat Instead of recelving * slmple luterest,” aa Mr,
Thayer innocently called i, for his jnonsy, he lent money
i reality ot rtes varying from S0 to 600 per cent, und

even miote. The discount was not less than 7 per centy
and sometimes reached 10, besido weerued loterest. 1o
the Buxter case, for lustance, Me. Thayer's *simpls
tuterest” was al tho rato of 120 per cent! This Shylock
weoma to huve shaved the Cannl Ring pretty close,
Amons bis custonwers were L D, Denlson, to the smeunt
of nearly $70,000; N. L. Oshorn, nearly $40,0005 J. ¥,

Boomer: Witird Juhnaon's doubls, nearly £50,000, and
othier lesser lighits of the Ring. While it may quulla-
favtion to know that not all the m-m--{' stolen from the
=tate by the canul thieves reachel their pockets, 18 e
not in Cie least consoling ta el that i was approprisd
y o thief wio bud not even thelr frandulont tite ko it
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A DEFENSE OF SPEAKER KERR—CONBIDERATIONS
RESPECTING THE AIUSTMENT OF COMMITTRES—
WHY THE LEADING CHAIRMANSIIPS WERE GIVEN
TO THE WHSI—MORUISON, CuX, AND OTILERS
IEPEESENT THE WILL OF THE MAJORITY,

To the Editor of Lhe Tribune.

Sin: Certain considerations respecting the adjnst.
ment of committecs livve been generally overlookod,
whicl nevertheless deserve especial attention, alike
by those who wish intelligoutly to sustain and by
those who wish fuirly o eriticise the course of
Speaker Kerr. These considerations 1 will endeavor
to state impartislly.

Prior to the war the South largely controlled logis-
1ation, beeanse the olderand more experienced mems
bers of the dominaut party, who were naturally
selected for the chargs of important committoes,
were from that section. Suice 1860, for the same
peason the East has enjoyed a predominant influence
1 the House,  In the Democratic party the Southern
wembers formed a wajority, and naturally wiloenced
its comrse ; in the Republican pavty, when the South
wis nearly unrepresented, the Eastern members
forted a wajority and held a controlling influence,
Itis a law of legislutive bodies, the olservance of
which isessentinl totheireficienvy iu practical work,
that suel bodies shall be organized in barmony with
the will of their controlling elements, aud any
speaker who shon!d disregard this law would be
subiect to serfous and just eriticism, The people
decide by their ballots what elements shall prevail,
and it is the duty of a Spealier to give eflect to theie
lecision,

My, Kerr has Tbeen chosen Speaker of the firsh
House eleeted since  the completion of redistricting
conseqient upou  the apportionient of 1870, That
appoertionment gave for the first time in our history
to States west o those bonlering on the Atlaniio a
clear majority of incinbers, and in consequence 1% be-
camd the duty of the Speaker to award a predomi-
anut intheenee in legistation to members from West-
ern States, in so far a8 the interests of those States
differ 1rom those of the Atlantic Statea. Had Mr,
Kerr declined to do so, be would have been guilty of
violating a Law essential to the efficiency of legislo-
tive hodies, which the House itsolf had observed in
clecting him, & member from o Western State,
thongh by votes east largely by Eustern members,
Dut during the past fifteen years the Demoe
cratie party has had power in vory fow Western dis-
triets, and it eloesvd from the Sonth in 1874 very
fow members of legislative experience prior to the
war. Tu order to select Democrats from the Wess
for commiitees in which Western States folt an es-
pocial interest, the Speaker was compelled in several
iustonees to clivose compuratively new men, passing
over ofthers frons the East of larger legislative expe-
rience,  This naturally cieates some dissatisfaction,
bt so far as it was the necessary consoguence of an
ondeavor to regnnd the will of the majority, it does
not deserve censure,

Undoubtedly & majority of the members of the
House fuvor & sonund ewrroney, It was not merely
the privilege but the duty of the Speaker to selocs
Cliren of the Conmittee of Ways and Means and
of Banking and Corrency whose views on that quess
tion wers thoso which the Hinse had appm\'cd in
Lis own election.  Iu like manuer a majority of men-
hers doubtless favor a revenue tanftl, and, although
many may dissent from them, they eannot Ulame the
Speciker becanse the wislies of the majority have
been consulted m the organization any more than
fnflutionists can blawe him because they were nob
allowed to control the orgnuization, Mr, Mor-
rison of Ilineis is & very positive advocate
of loed money sud of what s eommonly
called free trade, and, being a Western Domocrat,
he faiely represents fu essential respects the ele-
micnits which the Spoaler was bonmd to consider.
1t is well that he is a man of upright charneter and
wistained reoord, ol it will rest with him to prove
whether in point of ability he is equal to the posi-
tion. At all events, he is probably as well qualified
as any other North-Weastorn Democrat in the House,
and the gelection of a Bonthern member woulil have
exposed the parly to an attack which wonld

| buve been quite effective, however unjustifiable.

Mr. Coex, Chalrman  of  the Bauking and
Carrency Comnuiltee, also reprosenis the prevailing
sentiment of the Howse i essential particalars, the
more beeanse, though now from this city, he was
formerly & weniber from Ohio, The same regand
for the wishes of Western mombers is ovineed in the
seleetion of Mr, Kuott of Kentueky for the Judiciary
Committes, Mr, Clark of Missouri for the Postal
Committes, Mr, Lamar of Mississinp for the Com-
mittes on Pacific Ralroads, Mr. Millikeu of Kene
tucky for the Committes ou Publie Expenditures,
My, Holinan of Lodiana for the Comumitice oa Publie
mildings, and Mr, Jones of Kentucky tor the Come
mitteo oin Roads and Cauals,

Tu some of these instonees the members seleoted
will probably prove not especially cowpotent ; but if
the people whio elect the namerioal majority in the
House have not sclected worthy representatives,
that is wot the fanlt of the Speaker. The fair ques-
tion, 1 think, respecting his action, is whether La
s wade a8 good & chioice us he could from the ma-
terints at his disposal and in secordance with the
rules which limit him 1 the organization. 1€ the
elements which he was bound to consider wrc nod

stieh 08 shonld control, or if they are represeuted ine
adequately, the responsibility resta rather with the
Euph-. ani especially with the Demecratio pariy

an with the Spoaker. Yours, a.

Aew-York, Doc, 24, 1875,



